
FREE SCHOOL MEALS FOR PUPILS 
UP TO 16 YEARS OLD

Eligibility for free school meals depends on the 
circumstances of the parents or carers
Free School Meals Criteria 

A child is eligible for free school meals if their parent or carer receives one or more of the following 
benefits:
• Income Support

• Income-based Job Seekers’ Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

•  Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 

•  Child Tax Credit, provided you are not also entitled to Working Tax Credit, and have 
an annual gross income, of no more than £16,190 as assessed by Her Majesty’s 
Revenue and Customs (Parents who are made redundant or start working 
less then 16 hours per week, may find their children are entitled to 
free meals for a limited period.)

•  Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop 
qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

•  all Universal Credit claimants are currently eligible for 
education benefits

No other benefits qualify for free school meals from 
Key Stage 2 (years 4, 5, 6) or for the pupil premium 
for Key Stage 1 (years 1, 2, 3).

Check eligibility for pupil 
premium and free school meals 

To check your child’s eligibility for pupil 
premium or continued free school meals (from 
Key Stage 2), use the online checking facility at: 
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/hants

To complete a check you need the following 
information for yourself or the person you are 
checking on behalf of:

•  Your own name, date of birth, and contact details

•  National Insurance number or National Asylum 
Seekers number

•  Child’s name and date of birth

•  School your child is attending or will attend

Please contact your school or college if you have any queries about 
free school meals.

https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/freeschoolmeals/juniorsecondary




